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Debunking the R&R Myth 

 

Over the past few weeks we have received a number of calls regarding how CTI tines compare with 

the R&R offering.  I‟d like to debunk a myth we keep hearing that R&R tines always cost less.  

First, you have to understand a few technical issues.  The first is that how a tine is made and has a 

direct impact on how it will perform (read this as longevity).  R&R has several grades of tines in their 

offering at vastly differing prices…this has little to do with their design or the quality of workmanship.  

But it has everything to do with what it is made of and the manufacturing process. 

 

The first grade, and least expensive, is their „Standard‟ tine.  It is made of a hollow tube, low carbon 

steel (whether it is a side-eject or top-eject) and costs in the $2.40-2.80 range.  It has thin walls 

(~0.045”), is made of 1005 or 1010 level steel and will typically only last about 3 greens.  This was the 

type of tine everyone used prior to 1998; before carbide tips were introduced.  The tapered nose is 

made by „swedging‟.  This is a process of driving the nose into a „dye‟ that crimps it into the tapered 

shape.  This imparts a stress into the metal that can weaken it and cause it to wear out prematurely. 

 

The second type of tine is their “Hollow Alloy” (both top-eject and side-eject).  This is made of 

„tubular‟ alloy steel.  However not all alloys are the same.  „Hollow‟ (tines with a hole all the way 

though) are of 4130 alloy and are „swedged‟, with all the imparted issues listed above.  4130 steel 

which has 25% less carbon which limits the tempering process.  All things being equal, a tine made of 

4140 will outlast one made of 4130.  These typically cost $5-5.85 each.  We do not make tines like 

this. 

 

The third type is their “Machined Alloy” tines.  These are solid rod 4140 steel…just like all of our 

tines.  They last longer than the hollow alloy tines and cost more to make.  Since we „mill‟ our tines 

out of solid rods, we can control all dimensions and intentionally add additional material where 

needed.  Hollow tube tines will always have the same wall thickness throughout.  

 

So, how do these tine stack up against similar CTI tines in cost? 

 

CTI 1S-626075 [5/8 X 6” / ¾” Mt., 0.65” wall] cost $7.75 each  solid 4140 alloy steel. 

 

R&R R201537 [5/8 X 5.5” / ¾” Mt., 0.65” wall] cost $8.20 each.* 
*see the R&R page scans that are attached 

 

The CTI tine is ½ longer and cost $ .45 less!  So R&R’s always costing less is a myth.  You can do 

your own comparison with the 3/8” & 1/2” coring tines…ours costs less as well.  I‟ve included the tine 

offering for the Toro 648 here but the same differential is exists across the entire R&R line. 
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